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broad at the dark-brown base, and halt as wide at the blade;
the upper surface concave, its thin, light-brown margins corneous
and armed for their entire length with stout hooked sphnos,
acuoriinately prolonged into the blade; ligule papyraceoxis,
acuminate, lacerate, f-2 inches long; blades ^U-5 feet in diameter,
the 60-70 folds deciduously tomentulose on the lower edges,
cleft two-thirds to the base, the margin of the divisions ab-
undantly filiferous.
Spauices very large, longer than the leaves, iiutant with 5-6
large pendent partial inflorescences, each bearing 2-5 separate
thyrses, which are exceeded by their ligulate, chartaceous,
spathoid bracts; flowering branchlets usually 3|-4 inches long,
^ inch in diameter, sinuose, glabrous, angular witli the solitary
flowers not very regularly inserted. Flowers, when in bud,
ij inch long, -pV inch broad. Calyx campaiiulate, truncate at
the base, divided halfway down into 3 lobes, lobes more or
less ovate, very irregulai'Iy ciliate-laciniate on the margin.
Corolla much longer than the calyx, divided down to the lower
fourth into 3 segments; petals lanceolate, acuminate-subulate,
rather strongly calloso-glandular at the base. Stamens biseriate,
but of equal length, as long as the petals, the three opposite the
petals with the filaments very stout and subulate at the apex,
tuberculately enlarged at the coherent base and abruptly
subulate above; the other three stamens terete; anthers large,
J inch long, narrowly linear-sagittate, apparently acute or
apiculate but in reality bifid at the apex for almost ^ of their
total length. Ovary turbinate at summit, trunca to-rotund ate,
but neither excavated nor gibbous; stigma bilabiately 3-partecl
into 3 short lobes. (Fig. 21.)
The fruit ovoid, black, shining, with little fleshy mesocarp,
about | inch long, and £ inch broad, terminated by the perma-
nent setiform style. Seed ovate, by ^V2V inch long and about
i- inch broad, very slightly ineavate-umbilicate on the side of
the rap he.
The flowers are copiously nectariferous, and exhale a heavy
odour, disagreeable when near by, but when diffused somewhat
suggestive of the perfume of orange blossoms.
Beccari sustains the specific rank of this palm on the following
three characters: —

